
 

Illinois Speleological Survey 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

 
Saturday, December 6, 2014 

2016 Stemler Road, Columbia, Illinois 
  
1. Call to order: 6:30 pm 
 
2. Introduction of Officers and Directors: 

President: 
Bob Weck - present 

Recording Secretary: 
Steve Taylor-present 

Vice-President: 
Tony Schmitt-present 

Treasurer: 
John Lovaas - absent 

Directors: 
Aaron Addison-present 
Dan Lamping-present 
Gary Resch-absent, 

Resch proxy: Chad McCain-present 
Tony Schmitt-present 
Steve Taylor-present 

Organizational Directors: 
IDNR Director: 

Mona Colburn-present 
Clifftop NFP Director: 

Carl Daubach-absent (conflict with other meeting) 
 
Webmaster: 

Jack Wood-absent (moved to Colorado) 
 
Data Request Committee (DRC): 

Dan Lamping -present 
John Lovaas  - absent 
Mihai Lefticariu -present 

  
Data Custodians: 

  Mona Colburn-present 
  Frank Wilhelm-absent 

 
Registered Agent: 

John Lovaas  - absent 
 

Guests: 



 

Derik Holtmann 
Norm Gallup 

 
4. Motion: The minutes of the April 5, 2014 meeting are approved. Dan 

Second:  Aaron 
For: ünanimous 
Against: 
 

5. Reports: 
 

A. Treasurer’s report: Report by Lovaas  $638.47  (paid filing fee and web 
hosting out of pocket, considers it a donation to ISS) 

 
B. Membership report: Report by Schmitt -  

See Attachment 1, look at last year paid (LYP) column to see who 
is a member (i.e., if LYP is 2013, then not a member).  There 
are 11 members. 

 
C. Data request and DRC activity: Report by Weck 

   
1. Requests: 

A. Request by Culver et al. for cave names and locations for 
Appalachian LCC Karst Resources Project  

 approved by DRC, sent confidentiality request, 
got the signed request back, and Colburn has 
largely filled the request with a spreadsheet, a 
few things remain to be cleaned up before it 
can be sent. 

B. Request by Clifftop for information about ISS data relating 
to Wightman parcel 

 data request fulfilled: ISS has no data. 
C. Request by Seth Turner was submitted for a cave in 

Hardin County 
 data request fulfilled: ISS did not have the 

requested data. 
 
2. Recent Data Submissions: 

 Slip Slop Pit (St. Clair) - Dan Lamping 
 Lilly Cave (Union) -  entrance  & spring locations and a new 

map of the cave - Chad McCain 
 83 southern Illinois cave entrance photographs with GPS 

coordinates and length, as well as brief descriptions and 
locations of numerous additional sinks and springs - Edmund 
Tucker 

 Milksnake Cave (Monroe Co), penciled draft map - Jim 
Sherrell 



 

 
D  Filemaker database Report by Colburn 

 work is in progress, currently populating the database. 
  
E. Website update: Report by Wood 

 up to date according to Wood (reporting to Weck) 
 

F. Science Committee: Report by Weck 
 Weck: Illinois State Academy of Science meets annually. 

The 2016 meeting is at SIU Edwardsville. Would ISS be 
interested in supporting a Special Symposium on Illinois 
Caves & Karst? 

 yes, general nodding by Directors 
 
ACTION: Weck will investigate further, contacting ISAS personnel 

 
G. Organizational director’s reports: 

a. Clifftop NFP (Taylor and Addison on behalf of Daubach): 
 Research & Management above ground 
 Resurvey of Fogelpole Cave is underway, survey trips 

in June & November, with good progress thus far. 
 Paul Wightman Subterranean Nature Preserve, a 

535-acre Monroe County site owned by Clifftop NFP, 
received final approval for dedication by the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission.  This new Nature 
Preserve protects karst features and subterranean 
ecosystems associated with Fogelpole Cave. 

b. IDNR (Colburn) 
 nothing to report 

 
H. Grotto/Agency Activity Reports:  

 INHS continues to be active in several cave biology 
projects in Illinois. 

 
6. Status of action items from 4/5/2014 minutes, including:  

A. Illinois Speleology Small Grant project  (Taylor): 
Subterranean Ecology Institute (SEI) has agreed to work with the 
ISS on Illinois Speleology Small Grant project. 

 Some discussion, but no actions. 
 

B. ISS newsletter (Weck): Volume 2, Issue 1 to be published January 
2015 

 accepting suggestions/contributions for inclusion, plan 
to publish before the end of January 

 
7. New Business: 



 

 
A. Election of Data Committee member (Lovaas’ 3 year term expires) 

Nominations: 
 Aaron Addison 

No other nominations 
For: all 
Against: none 

 
B. Motion: Lamping moves that the ISS Board appoint Bob Weck an 

additional Data Custodian. 
      Second: Colburn 
 

Rationale: Now that we have adopted a database there is a large 
amount to work to be done entering and managing data. An additional 
Data Custodian could expedite the timeline for getting the ISS 
database populated and would provide support to Mona Colburn, who 
has already dedicated a considerable amount of her time on data 
management and on filling data requests.  

For: all 
Against: none 

 
Motion: Schmidt moves that Weck can use ISS funds to acquire a copy 
of Filemaker Pro for work on ISS database 
Second: Colburn 

For: all 
Against: none 

 
C. Review of Constitution & Bylaws and discussion of possible revisions 

 
Colburn moves to adopt the following changes [red with strike through 
for deletions, blue with bold for additions] to the ISS Bylaws. 
Second: Schmitt 
 
-----------------proposed changes to ISS Bylaws----------------- 
 
Chapter I.A.2. 
 
Conduct business only when at least more than half of all directors are 
present in person, and at least three fourths of all directors are Present 
in person, or by electronic means. 
 
Chapter II. 
 
B. Each Elected Director shall: 

 
2. Serve a term of two four years. 



 

 
5. A Director may be removed by two-thirds majority vote of 
the Board of Directors if she/he acts in a manner detrimental to 
the ISS. 

 
CHAPTER III - PRESIDENT 
The President of the Board of Directors shall: 

 
B. Serve not more then two consecutive terms. 
 
H. Verify that member’s ballots have been accurately counted by 
the Vice President. 

 
CHAPTER IV - VICE PRESIDENT 
The Vice-President of the Board shall: 
 
I. Serve as the membership liaison between ISS members and the 
board by performing the following duties: 

 
2. Approve applications for membership for individuals meeting the 

conditions described in Chapter VIII – Membership of the ISS By-
laws. 

 
23. Maintain the membership list for all members 

 
Chapter VII.A. 
 

Board Actions 2003. Membership is $5. 
 
CHAPTER VIII - MEMBERSHIP 

 
A. Membership in the ISS will require an individual to agree to the 

purposes of the ISS and: 
1. Shall be granted on application in writing or in person to 

the ISS, citing sufficient evidence that the applicant 
supports the purposes of the ISS. 

2. Is not limited to residents of Illinois. 
3. Have nominating and voting privileges only for election of 

directors, and as provided in the Constitution and By-
laws. 

 
A. Membership in the ISS is determined by vote of the Board of 
Directors. 

 
CHAPTER XIV - DATA ACCESS 

 



 

B. The Board shall appoint a 3-member Data Request Committee to 
review information requests. The appointees shall serve one-year 
terms. The committee must be unanimous in their decision to 
approve the information request. If the request is denied, appeal 
can be made to the Board. Requests for large amounts of data will 
also require approval of the Board. The committee will track 
requests and the history of use of information. Qualitative 
information may be given out by a single member of the committee. 

 
C. All data ownership rights will be retained by the ISS. Requesters 

must sign a confidentiality agreement saying that they may not 
disseminate this information without written permission of the 
committee. Wherever applicable the requester must make a report 
of findings to the ISS in a timely manner. The cave catalogs 
complete or partial, do not belong to the requester and must be 
turned in when issued an updated one for the same area. Further 
restrictions may be imposed by the Board Data Request 
Committee. 

 
H. The Board Data Request Committee shall consider all data 

requests from organizations with a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the ISS in such that the dissemination of data shall be 
in compliance with the MOU. 

 
I. The Board Data Request Committee when considering requests by 

a contributing member of the ISS will consider the fact that the 
requester has contributed to the database to be a significant factor 
in favor of granting the request. A “contributing member” is defined 
as a member of the ISS who has previously submitted original cave 
locations, original maps, or other original data of scientific value to 
the ISS database. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Action:  A vote on these Bylaws changes is to be taken by email, at least 
45 days (20 January 2015 or later) after the proposed amendments are 
distributed. 

 
D. The next meeting: 

Next ISS Meeting will be:  
Date – [18, 25 Apr, 2 May]   6pm 
Time – 6pm 
Location –  Weck house 
 

Action:  Taylor will send out Doodle poll 
 



 

8. Miscellaneous 
 

 IDOT is revisiting the Gateway Connector, is a meeting on 
Wednesday at the Falls in Columbia. 

 
Action:  Weck will attend the meeting, and will report back to 
the Board of Directors via email 

 
 Colburn suggests an ISS project to go out and get coordinates for 

caves that we do not have coordinates.   
 

Some discussion but no action at this time 
 

9. Motion to adjourn: Addison 
Second: Lamping 
For: all 
Against: none 

Adjourned: 9:07 pm, 6 December 2014 



 

Attachment 1. Membership list. The last year paid (LYP) column shows who is a current member (i.e., if LYP is 
2013, then not a member).  There are 11 members.  The "officer?" column is out of date, and contains 
inaccuracies. 
 

 


