
Illinois Speleological Survey

Minutes
Saturday, December 5, 2015 at 6:25 pm
2016 Stemler Road, Columbia, Illinois

1. Call to order: 

2. Roll Call of Officers and Directors:
President:
Bob Weck: Present
Recording Secretary: Tony Schmitt, Steve Taylor
Vice-President:
Tony Schmitt: present
Treasurer:
John Lovaas: not present
Directors:
Aaron Addison: present
Dan Lamping: not present
Gary Resch: present
Tony Schmitt: present
Steve Taylor: present
Organizational Directors:
IDNR Director:
Mona Colburn: present
Clifftop NFP Director:
Carl Daubach: not present
Data Custodians:



Mona Colburn: present


Frank Wilhelm: not present


Bob Weck: present
Registered Agent:

John Lovaas: not present
Webmaster:

Jack Wood: not present
Guests: Chad McCain
3. Motion: The minutes of the 18 April 2015 meeting are approved.

Motion: Taylor

Second: Resch
For: passes universal
4. Reports:

A. Treasurer’s report (presented by Weck on behalf of Lovaas): no change, balance is $288.91, same as last meeting. John would like to have someone take over treasure and registered agen.
B. Webmaster’s report (presented by Weck on behalf of Wood): Web site up to date.
C. Weck: Illinois State Academy of Science 2016 meeting is at SIU Edwardsville and Special Symposium on Illinois Caves & Karst. Revisit this in the future.  
D. Weck and Lamping: ISS presentation at 2015 NSS Convention: Cooperative Projects between Cavers, State Surveys, Agencies and NGOs:  Bob did the presentation and it was well received.
E. Colburn: Status of Illinois State Museum: Mona still has a job. See attached report.

F. Clifftop update (Steve Taylor reporting on Behalf of Daubach):  Surface prairie conversion ongoing, cleanup is ongoing. 
5. New Business:
A. Discussion of draft changes to ISS Constitution and Bylaws 
Extensive discussion of and proposed changes to ISS Constitution and Bylaws were agreed upon, based on the 3 February 2015 ISS Constitution and Bylaws

Aaron:

Motion to vote on changes to ISS Constitution and Bylaws as discussed at this meeting.

Second: Schmidt, Colburn

Approved: Unanimous

Note: Weck will distribute revised ISS Constitution and Bylaws (showing changes in track changes) for 45 day period of consideration after which the Board of Directors will vote on the proposed changes.
B. Selection of Registered Agent and Treasurer (John Lovaas has indicated he is ready to give up these roles after many years of service):
Taylor:

Motion to appoint Richard Raber as our registered agent of the ISS, pending his willingness to serve in this role.

Second: Resch
Approved: Unanimous.

Colburn:

· Motion to appoint Richard Raber as Treasurer of the ISS, pending his willingness to serve in this role.

· Seconded: Schmidt

· Approved Unanimous

C. Review draft of 2015 NSS Project report from ISS
We are a project of the NSS, and have to submit a report annually.  Weck has prepared this report, attached to these minutes
D. Proposal to post a PDF of “ISS; Past, Present and Future” presentation on the ISS website?

· Motion: Addison

· Seconded: Schmidt

· Approved Unanimous


E. Plans for a larger, general spring meeting
General Discussion: Tony Schmidt will look into coordinating some cave site visits, camping could take place at Bob Weck's house.  Board will discuss this further by email or other means and will make plans and finalize what we want to do and when we want to do it.
Motion: Schmidt

Seconded: Resch
Approved Unanimous

6. The next meeting date:

· First or Second weekend of April, do be determined after the meeting by doodle poll.
· Taylor will send out the doodle poll.

7. Motion to adjourn: Schmidt
Second: Taylor
For: Unanimous
Adjourned 8:30pm

Mona Colburns’s Report on Status of Illinois State Museum

The majority of the following information regarding the status (as of December 5, 2015) of the Illinois State Museum is from the Spring/Summer 2015 issue of Impressions, the quarterly published by the Illinois State Museum Society.

In January 2015 the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget proposed closure of the Illinois State Museum.  The Museum developed wrote an impact statement that elucidated the negative educational, economic, and legal impacts that would result from closure.  In early June, the governor issued a press release stating that DNR (Department of Natural Resources) would “begin the process to suspend operations and close the five state museums to visitors” and that “the state will continue to maintain and secure the museums to protect the artifacts and exhibits.” On June 3 DNR Director Wayne Rosenthal filed papers for closure with the state’s Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability (CGFA).   On June 19, DNR indicated that Most of the Museum’s staff would be laid off, and 3 people would maintain, secure and protect the museum, its exhibits, and its 13.5 million artifacts. 

On July 13, oral testimony was given at the Commission public hearing; and between June 23 and July 22, the CGFA accepted written public comments regarding the proposed closure.  Participants giving oral testimony in favor of keeping the Museum open lasted more than 4 hours.  On the Commissions website www.cgfa.ilga.gov you can read 769 pages of comment and 188 pages of witness statements. Only a few favor closure of the Museum.  On July 21, more than 500 proponents attended the public rally “Save the Illinois State Museum” that was held on the grounds of the State Capitol.

On August 4, the Senate passed SB 317, sponsored by Senator Andy Manar, which had an amendment stating that the state shall operate the Museum System and that it shall be open to the public.  On August 6, the Commission recommended against closure of the Museum.  However the recommendation was not binding, and at 5pm on September 30, Governor Rauner closed the Illinois State Museum to the public.  


The AFSCME union filed a lawsuit to block the layoff of Union staff members; subsequently, their layoffs have been delayed and they continue to go to work in museum buildings that are closed to the taxpaying public.  Employees (like myself) who work on grants through the museum’s non-profit foundation (the Illinois State Museum Society) continue to work at the Museum.  However, the non-Union supervisory staff (e.g., the Director, the Head of Sciences, and department heads) was terminated with no health benefits as of 5pm September 30, 2015.  The Illinois State Museum System has been put on probation by the Museum Accreditation commission.  


On October 10, the House passed SB 317 with 82 votes (9 more than the needed 71).  11 Republicans voted with the Democrats.  The Governor has 60 days to sign or veto the bill.   The governor has been in office for nearly a year, the state is still in a budget impasse, now the Museum waits - along with the other agencies, budgets, and citizens who have been hammered.  

Illinois Speleological Survey 

2015 NSS Project Annual Report
Submitted by Bob Weck, President, on 6 December 2015

Founded in 1995, the Illinois Speleological Survey's (ISS) primary purpose is to protect, conserve, locate, record, explore, and study the caves and karst resources in the State of Illinois. To work towards these goals, the ISS host activities, seminars, and lecturers. Furthermore, the ISS manages data (cave locations, maps, and other data) to support cavers and professional researchers equally, as well as providing field opportunities to groups and individuals with an interest in karst research or conservation.

 ISS continues to receive data submissions from cooperators and build a functional database. In July2015, ISS participated in the Cooperative Projects between Cavers, State Surveys, Agencies and NGOs roundtable at the NSS Convention.  Over the course of the year, the ISS Board of Directors have focused on implementing long-needed structural changes to the organization. Projects, contacts, membership, and other information about the ISS can be found on www.caves.org/project/iss or by contacting the ISS President, Bob Weck: bob.weck@swic.edu.

