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LETTERS

GGN MAY/JUNE

THE EDITOR

TO Editor~ 1'81 ~I

Dear

••

canunderstandthe prnbleJ'115youarehavingwith the GGN.Wehavesimilar
problemsdownhereo I haveahell of a time getting peopleto submitmaterial,
andthenI haveto doall theworkonMUD(Miss. UndergroundDispatch)~selfo Thats
thewayit goesin mostgrottos. Afewdependablepeolpedoall thework,andthe
rest sit ontheirbu~o

With postagerates goingupagain, youmightconsiderraising duesnextyearo
TheSouthernMississippi Grottoduesare $8000ayear, but wemaygoto $ 10000 yearo

next Wehavealso goneto publishing onabi-monthly basiso

Sincerly,

GeorgeMcCluskey -- - - ---- ~ --- --- ---~--- - - - ----------- - ~- - ~ - --- - Editor,

Dear

I amFrederick }<'. Finfoot, originally fromtheareaknownasEastCoosaFlats, AI.
~ father wasfromCloudling andmymotherwasfrom Creekero I'm wtlrkingin Europe
for now,but, I'm goingto bemovingbackto AI. f,irly soon. Tolive, in WestCoosa
Flats nearCroakCaneBend. I havebeenCavingfor severalyearsandnevernewthere
wasanorganization for CaveCraversnearold EastCoosaFlats until I fO\U1da GGN
onaFrenchponorgraphymagizinesale rack.

I amespecially interested in meetinga Mr. EoR. Armidillo anda fewof those
Florda FROGS.E.R.appearsto havehoppedahollowhole or twoandI hopeto get
together at rrr:r WimpePeeadto sharea six packof ToadStool Brewandanda few
E.R. &h. tales.

If or whenyouhearfromMrE.R.ArmidiUo passthesewordsonto himfor me.

Sincerly Yours, Finfoot,

FF

Dear

It just sohappenedI heardE.R.Armidillo washeadedthis wayto dosomepre-TAG
Fall Cave-InCaving. SoI'll passthis onalongandmaybebughimfor another
article for the GGN.

Editor
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MINUTES NEWS

Final preerations for the re-union were
discussed.

The May elections were as follows; The

terms are from May 1981 to May 1982

Dates were set for July 25th 1981 for

the Anniston Museum Rappelling Demo.

The next meeting dtaes for the Grotto

are;

A fund raising project is planned with

WQEN ( Q-I(4) Radio FM seon. Possibly

in

The

August.

Gadsden Grotto wished a grand thanks

to the Birmingham Grotto for the fine
work done to host the SERA CaTe Carnival 0

It was a well planned events and everthing

came off very wello

The GGN wishes to thank Susan Manderson

for helping to collect and staple issue

Vol 2, No. 2 of th~ GGNo

Su..-veyingcontinues in Tumbling Rock

Blowing Cave with several hundred feet

mapped beyound Grants Tomb and still.'·

going. Expected length is 5 miles plus.

The GGN would like to welcome these

new members;

King Wiggins
Phil Fuller

Linda King
Jim Loftin

Deanna Hall

Susan Manderson

George MCCluskey 1082'

C.srol Huling

George Yates 146)8
Carma1 Modica

A new cave discovered near Round Cove

suggest complex wind patters in the Tumbl

ing rock area. The caTe dubbed Trembling

!ock Blowing Cave may prove interesting
in the near futhnr.

Dave Teal

William Garrett

Joe Hall

Bobby''Whort.on

Chairman

1st Vc-Ch

2nd Vc-Ch

Sec-Trea.

The regular meeting of the Gadsden Grotto
was held June 7th 1,81 at the East Gadsden

Recreatinonal Center.

Chairman Teal called the meeting to order

at 7:35 and asked everyone to introduce

theJllSe1ves.

It was announced that the June Grotto

trip to be the SERA Cave Carnival to

be held June 19,20,and 21 1,81 at
Russell Caveo

A slide show was prsented on Alaska

by Tim Cambell.

Adjorned at 8:45

Chairman Teal called the meeting to order

at 7:40 PM and asked all vistiors to

introduce themselves.

The regular meeting of the Gadsden Grotto

wa held May 5,1981 at ~le East Gadsden
!ecreational Center.

An open board meeting ensued. Business

coducted included voting on all Congress

of Grottos matterso Representations were

made fQr.the .COG•.

After c~vtng"s1ides.of Jackson County

the meeting .was~djourned ~t

July

,;00 I'M

7th 1981

August 4th 1981

both are the first Tuesday, at 7:30 PM

at the East Gadsden Recret~l Centero

The July.Exe•.Board.meeting will be hosted
.at the home of Jeff Steele-at 7:00 PM

July 14th, 1981•...

2B
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FEATURE

DA DOUBLE DROP
AL 2(')80'

-- DaveTeal

OnDecembe7r , 1'80 Lin Gu;r,MarionSmith, JimSmith,DaveTeal, William Garrett,
Chris Ker, andJill DormanexploredanewJacksonCountyCave. Thevirgin cavehad
a 5" entrandcreopinto alarge passage,thena climbupthena 136' free-fall drop.
Jiminstalled oneredheadbolt for the drop. Weall descendedin the aboveorder.

At the bottomeveryonebut Jill checkedout the mostobviouspassage,aroundthe
Blockof Mudto a100' plus large dome. Backat the bottomof the pit Jill announced
that the little passagefromthe bottomended,sotaking her wordfor it weall proceeded
to climb out of the pito Oncethe last manwasout, BuddyLaneshcnr.edupandhe
soloedthe twosmalldropsandde-rigged the cave.

~inally onApril 5, 19w81ereturned to surveythe cave. It waspouringdownrain,
andasWilliaJl Garrett, Jeff MachenandI descendedthe entrancedropwefoundthe
passageat the bottoma "rain room",and 136' pit taking alot of water. All the
watermadethe trip a little moresporting andaswewereexpectingadry cavea
little coolero Wesurveyedeverthing, anda8wesurveyedthe little canyounleading
off fromthe bottomget _ aw.prise. Machenannouncedasleadtapemanthat the passage
didn't endafter •• Thel' high crawl terJl'led"Jills Whimpltsoonopenedupinto a
very nive canyonpassage•• After 250' there weresomesmalldomesa onenice 40' dome.
WepassedSOMefiowstonecoveredbone.andthenall. of asuddentherewereformations
galore. Stalagmites, Stalagtites, Sodastraws, thewholeplacewasreally very nice.
Wewerefinally stoppeddbya 20' wall climbthat leadsto anupperlevel•• Thecave
is headetowardsomesinks that are nearthe roadwhereyouparkandits my gueitss
will endin ahigh dome. By the time this goesto print the mapshoUdbefinished
anda completemapwill appearin a futhur issue. peoplelisted

FALLSTHE

The belowhavebeenissuedCity re-lease formsto rappell at the front at
85' drop NoccalulaFalls Park•. If youhaven't pickedupyourspleasedo 30 at the
nektGrotto meeting.

William F. Cuddington
William Garrett
Lin Guy
JamesHagler
JoeHall
JimHarrison
DebiLightfoot
Jeff Machen

SusanManderson
AnnSteele
Jeff Steele
DonnaJ. Mann
DaveW.Teal
BobbyWhorton
JamesWorthington
Jim Young
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ANNIVEllSAllY-CE1EBftATION @ HAWKHSOLL~ SINK --Dave Teal May10,13,14,15,&16,1981Jeff

On Machen,William Garrett, JoeHall andI made
manytrips to MacheeCabinandacrossthewaterto the Sinkpreparingfor the
GadsdenGrottosFirst yearre-union. Fire pits weredug,trails werecut, sigll8
weremade.Finally OrkinPestControl, other wiseknownasKiller Hall madesure
their werenobugsor flying pestaroundg

Finally the big dayarrived, andsodid thecavers, by'. thcear loads. Everti.1lle
the boatwasdockedandunloadedWilliam or I wouldtakeanotherloadof Bodies
to the eite.

Attending the twodayeventwere J JamHesagler, JimLoftin, CarmelMotoica,Bobby
Whorton,SteveWhorton,SusanManderson,Jeff Machen,KathyMachen,JoeHall, Deanna
Hall, Phil Fuller, SueFuller, .JeffSteele, AnnSteele, James( MotherJEW)Worthington
DebiLightfoot, GaryStewart, TeresaStewart, DonnaJ. Mann,William Garrett andI.

ThedayswerespentCanoeingandSwimming andCoooking,needlessto saythere
wasalittle beerdrinking, followed bymorebeerdrinking andgenerally buzzing
around. Aboutthe only thing plannedthat wenevergot aroundto wasgoingcaveing.
Whiehwasfor the bestanyway. Thehighlight of the daywasthe ropeswinginto
the vater. SOMeof the things we'll rememberare; TheCyluameLights lighting
thewayaerossthe water. Theboatcaptain getting lost in the stumps. The S' long
Copperheadguardingthe trail. HaglersDogsteppingonthe Copperhead.TheHawks
HollowSinkitself. CaptainGarrett crawling aroundo TfheewmOllentsthe boat
didn't wantto run. ButIIlOStof, besidesthe fun andfellowship sharedbyall, we'll
remembertheMotherHawk~yingonherEggsonly 1S' frOMthe entranceto the sink.

TheMay16-17thweekendwasaCOMpletesuccess,andto the Machesweextenda
grand"THANKS"for beingthe host. WhoknowsmaybenextyearwemaygoCaving.

GIlEENS WELL --Jeff Machen

At about 4:30 PMonthursdayJune11, 1981Dave'l.ial, William Garrett andI left
GadsdenandheadedtowardsGod'sCountryg Wearrived at the trail to GreensWell
at about7:00PM.

Wegot permissionto enter the caveandproceededto climbthe t mile or soup
the mountainto the cavesentrance.

GreensWellwastaking plenty of watersoweprepare"for awetdescent. Werigged
in andbeganthe 227' descent. Abouthalf waydownwehadto passaknot. This
was1I\Y first trip to GreensWell am the beautyof the pit wasfar beyondrq wildest
expeotatieD8.William jumaradout andI waslei't at the bottoll (Davehadaseeneed
bei'oreI descended). Thiswasthe mostawesomeand.the deepestpit I hadyet seen.
Its effect onmewasintoxicating. SoonI joined the others at the topo Wepacked
upand_de OU wabyaokto the car by 't)Oo All considered,it wasanexcellent tripo

31
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GUFFEY

GGN

CAVE -...wilGliaamrrett,

********"l(-*****lf-** OnFriday MorningMay2uth, 1'81wae~l metat Jimssisters
*JimYoung * house,andafter somedelayweset off for GuffeyCavein Jackson
*5rendaYoung * County,Alab~ma•• After gf'!tting pormissionfromthe ewnerwe
*BuddyAkin * arriTed at the parkingplace. I gatheredmy geaarndset off to
~ave Teal * the entranceto changeinto my cavignagrb•• Soonthebetter part
-!MilliamGarrett* of the troop arrived andweenteredthe cave••
U'-IOl lllf*********"'* I rigged the climbdownwith alength of Bluewater n for a

handlineandweproceededin. About45minutesand600' lator JiJIlandBrendadecided
to leavethe cave•• So,DaTe,~uddy'andI e:x:ploredaboutamile andahalf of nicely
decoratedboreholepassagethenweto left tlle cave. Jimhadto getbackto Gadsden •• headedonhome.
80

EIPLOltElt
SCOUTS TIU? TO --WilliamGUFFEY Garrett •••~***••••~~ Teal sat*. On

* DaTe
~~M~

morningwemetthe groupof explorer scoutsfromAnniston
* Mikeby * at the GlencoeUnion 76 Station. Whenall werereadyweleft King

* Linda * for atour of Gu:t!eyCave. Morrison*
* Jannet Uponarriving at theparking spot I againleft to get inte my Sims * Caattvirieng
* !honda still muddyfromthe daybefore trip to this cave.
* Jason Holland * Whenall hadmadethe climbd~ just inside the entrance,we Ruling * started
* Carol our tour•• Wefirst exploredall the upperpassagewe
* Phil Langley * cfdinl1d1,d thenwestarted knockingout the Ipwerlevel passage0 Akin *weWgohten
* Buddy to the river styx I askedif anyonewantedto hit the
* Willi8lll Garrett * waatenrdwassuprisedto heresomevolunteerso .ewith myself
********,-::-lHf'-H-IPlltllllllin theleadCa;rol,Linda, andabout3 othershit thewaterand
penetretedabout200' until the watergot chestdeepandthere I whimpedout andheaded after,
out.

Soon weleft the caveandheadedoverto Neversink•• Just after therope
wasrigged athunderstormcameoverandwewereagain soaked"

Thefirst downwasDave,thenMike,Carol, andmyselflast" CarolandI ascended
first climbing tandembut ourascentwasslowbecauseof mybadJa;slipping ascenders"

After everyonewasout andthe ropewaspulled upI retrieved mypackthat I had
left tied onthe bottomof the pit, only to find that "someone"hadput adeadsnake
in it. This I relftOTedandthrewit at Mikeandnavewhododgeedasthe thimgfell
backinto the pito lWefte Nev"rsinkandw~ntto eat at the Liberty, thenheaded
homeafter agooddayof whiMpingaround••o•

BAT IN THE POCKET .•DaveTeal-

OnSundayafternoon, May31,1981 William Garrett andI weresitting aroUAdat Joe
HallLs trying to escapetheheat" It wasto late to drive to God'sCountry, sowe
decidedto run throughthe Bat. Wethroughthe gearin the cars anddroyethe fev
miles to the parking place.

Onceat the caveweenteredcarrying three ropesfor the 50',35' and.J&4'pits 0 There
wasalmostnowater in thestre.mwti,1chmadefor ahot tripo Weall signedthe register
andone by onheeadedout. Weexited thecaveafter ashort three hourtrip to the
bottomminus -3111\ deecpa.•.••

32
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FERN --JoePIT Hall •..•)}-:k~****-h"*****'"ait JuneO1n2th,

r 1981at 5tOOPMwehit the roado Wearrived in
* Jeff Machen * Jainckson JacksonCountyabout 6:30 PMo Thgeroupprepared for Teal * 1
* Dave mile walk up t9 Fern Entranceo After a hard climb with DaTe
* William Garrett * carrying the 6~O' rope heand I reached the entrance firsto The
* Jeff Steele * Fern entrance hasa 20 or 30foot falls abovethe groundfalling Hall a * down
* Joe staircase of limestone. After the water disappers it goes a key hole
*'HBI-HcH*1HHt--:h't-B.-H* down shapedcorridor abput 600t then drops 437f feeto

All wasready weentered andwasrigged andready at 8:30 PMfriday nightooo Werigged
the 404' andwasit bitchin. iave descendedfirst, after 5 minutes onropehe gives
the signal andthen it wasmyturno JJ l I pwroabsably 15 minites

AAAAAOOOOOtJWlt,W J onrope going downo I wasscared,
andslow Z Daavned I walked around andtalked to the old mano Wethen climbed out
tandem, onrope about 30minutes for our ascent, as wetook our timeo

Garrett andMachenthen did there gro;.lpyo-yoo Jeff Steele waspetered out so
for saftey reasons he decided not to dothe pito It wasa safe andbeatuiful trip
to the 3rd deepest drop in the USA. Timofe departure from cave 2:30 AMJunel.3tho

BIRTHDAYDESCENT --Dav~ Teal 20th

~:-\-:'~'·X·)HH:·lH",*'**~·-;~";*. On sato of SEFtA June weall took our time getting break-
.~JoeHall * fast, and our gear ready. SooneawrreivtJdo Allen and I
.r" Will'l~,m Garrett ,* drove i of the wayup the !llc\U11:.ainand parkedo I tAok a 300I
.~Allen Padgett·,:> rope andheaded ono Wtlliam brought a 150t to rigg the 10 t KarenPadgett· ''* ent.roafnce
~~ CORNATIODNROPo Once there Allen begant.eaching

.J! Kevin Rainey .:t Kevin at the 70t drop, I rigged the 185t and 'tlilliam descended Doolin .*noswhiti.rht
> Dave to beetthe heato

, DaveTeal {to H'iAa,'hllenJoe andI arrived on bottor.: evelj·cne else cl:i.m.r~d out
*-:i*·;Hh'l-;~,':Hh'l-l::·-:'r.r,,,*;HHH,.* of the wet pit. and .Joeand I went to haveanother look at the
water crawl that is the endof the c;o!V~.As I r~mel'llberedit wastoo small to get
ino Evenwtth out a wet suit youwonIt make ito LMyncnGill might havea chanceo

Joe climbed out first, then I ,Jumared auto Onceout 1went over anddid Corna.ilm
Drcpo Wesoon coiled the rope5 and head~d back Qv~r to ti:e campground0 '

/
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