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Front Cover: Michael ray at cedar crystal ridge cave during tag fall cave in 2003.
Back Cover: Nick Medlen at the hole he found. I call him “The Boulder Meister”
because he was tossing boulders the size of transmissions out of the pit entrance
and it sounded like rolling thunder as he was throwing them down the mountain.

A Word From The Editor:

Over the past few months, I have been trying to make our
newsletters interesting and exciting . I am asking every-
one to “Please” send at least one or two articles, trip
reports, and or photos to me, so you can receive a news-
letter cach month, and on time. It is “very complicating”
to do one every month if there aren’t any turned in.

To those who have already done so...

All unsigned material may be attributed to the Editor.
Statements and opinions expressed in the GGN do not
necessarily reflect the policies of the Gadsden Grotto

Thanks ,and keep up the good work.
Kelly A. Keener
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Weoteh out for BobeotsII

MARK AND | WAS RIDGE WALKING . WHEN WE ARRIVED BACK TO THE JEEP, WE LOOKED OVERTO
THE LEFT AND IN SIDE THE PASTURE FENCE LIES A DEAD BOR CAT. HE HAD BEEN RUN OVER AND HE
MUST HAVE MADE IT TO THE PASTURE INSIDE OF FENCE TO BE SAFE. THE BOR CAT WASN'T DEAD
TO LONG. BESIDE IT IS A CANADIAN MIST BOTTLE TO MEASURE IT'S LENGTH BY SCALE. HE IS AS
LONGAS 2 WHISKEY BOTTLES. IT WAS A PRETTY CAT AND HAD LONG FANGS.

SOUTHEASTERN

= AVE

CONSERVANCY

Management-Conservation-Education
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WEAVER CAVE TURNS INTO CHRISTIAN RETREAT

WRITTEN BY: KELLY A

IT UIAS DECEMBER 29, 2003, NICK
MEDLEN, MARK'S BROTHER CALLED AND
ASHED IF I HAD READ THE NEUISPAPER
ABOUT WERVER CAVE. THERE UIAS AN AR-
TICLE 0N THE FRONT PAGE COVER OF THE
ANNISTON STAR. I HUNG UP THE PHOIE,
WENT T0 THE STORE AND GRABBED A
NEUISPAPER AND STARTED READIIG.
MARK & 1 AND MIKE DAVIS SURVEYED THE
CAVE THREE YERRS AGO. 50 FAR ITS
INEASURED TO BE ABOUT M200FT. LONG,
AND STILL HAS MORE PASSAGE THAT UWIE
NEED T0 FINISH SURVEYING . JIM LOFTIN
TALKED T0 THE NEUI LAND OUINER MR.
CROOH. WE ARE NOT TOO HAPPY UIITH HIS
FUTURE PLANS. HE IS PLANNING TO RUN
ELECTRICITY ALL THROUGH OUT THIS
CAVE. I HAVE PREVIOUSL Y HAD CONVERSA-
TIONS UIITH THE SCCI. ABOUT THE CAVE,
(WHEN THE CAVE PROPERTY UIAS UP FOR
SALE) BUT THE CONVERSATION FELL
THROUGH, I DIDN'T WIANT TO TALK ANY
IMORE ABOUT IT, BECAUSE THERE IS A LOT
OF UIORK THAT NEEDS T0 BE DONE T0 GET
THE CAVE BACHK TO LOOKING NICE AGAIN.
IT IS IN THE MIDDLE OF WERVER, A NICE
SIALL TouIn, BUT ALL THE LOCAL VAN-
DALS 60 THERE TO PARTY AND SPRAY
PAINT GRAFFITI ALL OVER THE UIALLS.
TRASH COVERED ALL OVER THE FLOOR
THROUGH OUT THE CAVE, ODORS OF RERO-
SEINE UITHERE THE VANDALS HAVE LIT
FIRES INSIDE, EVEN SONIE IDIOTS SPRAY
PAINTED UIITH NEON ORANGE THEIR
FIRST AND LAST NAMES AND THEIR
PHONE NUMBERS. DURING THE TINME UIE
UIERE SURVEYING, 1 UIENT TO THE ANNIS-

THEY HAD PICNIC TABLES SET OUTSIDE
AROUND THE CREEHK ENTRANCE FOR
CHURCH SERVICES AND FAMILY OUTINGS.
A CREEH RUNS THROUGH IT CALLED “CAVE
CREER, UIHICH IS ALS0 UIHAT SOMIE LO-
CAL RESIDENTS CALL IT.

IN THE CHICKEN ROOIM", THEY USED AR-
TIFICIAL LIGHTING FOR HATCHING CHICH-
ENS. FITE'S GROCERY, THAT UIAS ONCE 0N
NOBLE ST. I ANNISTON, USED THE
“CHICKEN ROOIN” TO RIPEN THEIR BA-
NANAS.

WERVER SCHOOL TEACHERS TOOK THEIR
STUDENTS THERE T0 HAVE CLASS 0N
PRETTY DRYS.

ROINE GA. UIOULD TAKE THE 10 OCLOCK
TRAIN TO WERVER STATION AND HAVE
PICK-NICKS AND REUNIONS, AND THEN
LERVE FOR THE 3 OCLOCK TRRIN BACK TO
GEORGIA. FORIMMER PROPERTY OUINER,
HARRY WERVER UIHICH THE CAVE UIAS
NAMED AFTER HAD HIS FANCY SIGNA-
TURE ON THE CEILING, ALONG UIITH WAL-
TER B. JONES SIGNATURE.

LADY CAVE, THAT CONNECTS TO WERVER
CAVE, UIHICH UIE CALL THE “LOFTIN CON-
NECTION”, BECAUSE JIIN UIAS THE ONE
THAT CONNECTED THE WERVER / LADY
CAVE PASSAGES . 1IN THE VERY BACHK OF
LADY ARE STILL ACTIVE FORINATIONS. A
LOT OF HELECTITES. NOT MANY VANDALS
GO THAT FAR BACH INTO THE CAVE. 600D
THING THAT THEY DON'T, BECAUSE THERE
UWIOULDN'T BE MUCH HOPE FOR THE LEFT,

Continues on Page 5 >>>>
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<<<< continued>>>>

The Front Page of the Anniston Star

Newspaper - Jan.29, 2003

In the Anniston Star Newspaper dated
12/29/03. The story was written by Jes-
sica Centers and photos by Stephen
Gross. Even with it’s graffiti-covered walls and floor
littered by crunched cans of Natural Light and Sunkist,

there’s still something beauty"u] — even spiritual —

about the Weaver Cave. Stones from a slippery path along
the cool stream that runs through a dark, narrow tunnel.
A few careful steps up a rocky hill lead into and open
space as if the cave had been made with a room inside.
Mack Crook Jr., owner of the Faith Christian Store in
Anniston, wants that room to be a non-denominational
place of worship for drug addicts and alcoholics, people in
mourning, ministers seeking rejuvenation and anyone else
who happens to wander in. “This is going to be a place
where the real presence of God exists,” Crook said. In June
of 2002, he bought 51 acres of the Weaver Cave Property
for about $100,000 to develop into the Seeds of Abraham
(Crook says he hopes to keep the cave as natural as possi-

ble, but he will add an altar and a few pews to the stone

comfort.)

SOLICE: CROOK TO BUILD A HORSE RANCH, 7 CABINS,
AND A BUILDING WITH 14 SLEEPING QUARTERS

Seeds of Abraham retreat will provide o quiet place for ministers to go. l

Spelunking
FOR SOLACE

Minister looks to turn
Weaver Cave into a
place of worship

» be-a ploce where the real presence of God

002, he bough 51 actes of the Weaver Cave Prop-
vt $100.000 10 develop o the S¢eds of Abribaim

Piease seo Solace
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Story by Jessica Centers ¢ Photos by Stephen Gross

Crook says ho hopes 10 keep the cave as natural 88 pos-
sible, but he will add an altar and a fow pews 10 the stone
comiort room.

Alabama’s future Christian Retreat. The land still looks un-
touched, but two years from now he plans to have it complete
with a horse ranch, seven cabins, and a retreat building with 14
sleeping quarters, dining room, kitchen, setting room, conference
room and three classrooms. He said the cave will be free of trash
and spray paint, have decorative stone entrance added, a water-
fall on the side, and bridges over the stream that leads to the
comfort room. He said he will keep the cave a natural as possi-
ble, but add and altar and a few pews to the stone comfort room
with the cave where a minister will wait 24 hours a day. Treas-
urer Pat Parris said the Seeds of Abraham Ministries is a non-
profit organization, and the retreat’s primary purpose will be to
provide a quiet place for ministers to go. “We are accepting do-
nations”, she said. “We have not had responses form churches in
the area that we would have hoped especially since we’re starting
it for ministers.” Crook has sent letters requesting donations to
churches in the area, and has not been able to solicit a single
donation. In the letter, he has let go of antiques, retirement
funds, savings, and real estate totaling about $470,000 for the
Seeds of Abraham. Aside from his own money and a few dona-

tions or loans from friends.

Jack’s restaurants has been the only group to contribute. Still, he has no wor-
ries that he wont have enough funds or support from local churches to get the
ministry going because he believes the idea came to him as a vision from God.
Juanita Hinton of Gadsden said the cave property was in her late husband’s
family for many years. Her father-in-law, Ed Hinton, had run a chicken farm
there. The property was for sale for 10 years before Crook bought it, she said.
She and her husband tried to keep trespassers out but never had any Iuck, espe-
cially after he died and she moved to Gadsden. “Maybe Mr. Crook will have
better luck protecting it,” she said. The cave has been a sight of drinking by
minors, narcotics use and rumored devil worship in recent years. In the last
century, it has houses a prohibition-era bar, munitions storage, and a salt
peter mine before the chicken farm. Hinton said that Crook told her he
planned to build a retreat there. She doesn’t know anything specific about his
plans, but she said a retreat sounds like a nice idea. The Weaver Cave property
is within the Anniston city limits. Anniston Mayor Chip Howell said he does-
n’t know what the impact of the retreat development would have on the area,
but that any development in that part of the county could potentially benefit
the city’s nearby McClellan area. From a retail perspective, it could affect the
area business if it were to gain momentum and need services provided, Howell

said. Regardless of any economic impact, he respects Crook’s intent. “His desire

to do this is admirable,” Howell said. “I wish him well.” — ~ Kelly A. Keener~
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