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NSS National Headquarters Commission 

Status Report February 28, 2011 
 
 

The headquarters commission comprises:  Chairman John Scheltens; Dave Luckins, secretary; 
Tom Rea, treasurer; Steve Ormeroid; Bert Ashbrook; and OVP Wm Shrewsbury, ex officio.  

The Commission continues to evaluate potential sites for the new office.  Several site 
investigation trips have been conducted since the last Board meeting, these include multiple visits 
to Huntsville, Alabama: Mammoth Cave, Kentucky: and a single trip to the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia: and a single trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee.  The Commission met February 4-6, 2011 
in Goodlettsville, Tennessee . 

The meeting in Tennessee was to narrow down the many sites being investigated.  A decision 
matrix was adopted to help in the decision making process.  This matrix incorporates 9 categories 
and 71 items to be evaluated for each site.  Each item is scored and ranked within a category for 
effectives as well as relative importance. Then each category is ranked for overall relative 
importance giving more weight to some areas and less to others.  It is not an exact science but 
helps the Commission (and the Board) to understand the many elements in the decision making 
process. 

The matrix divides elements into categories and items as follows: 

Category_________________________________Item_______ 

 
 Efficient operation of the Office   Banking 
       UPS/FedEx 
       UPS/Fedex Customer Service Center 
       Office Supply Capability 
       Printers/publication 
       Post Office, Full Service 
       Clerical Labor Pool 
       Police 
       Security companies 
       Quality of Life of the Town 
       Median Income 
       Educational Level 
       Community Growth History 
       Grotto Support 
       Local Grotto 
       Non-Caver (temporary labor) 
       High Speed Internet Access 
       Telephone Lines 
       # Parking spaces 
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       Cave Access 
Delivery of Member Services   Freight entrance 
      Office Space 
      Book Store Space 
      Conference Room Space 
Low Ongoing Maintenance Cost   Sewer Cost 
      Heating/Cooling Units 
      Moving Costs 
      Property Taxes 
      Electricity 
      Age of Building 
      Gas 
      Water 
      Fire Department 
      Age of Parking 
Ability to Work with Outside Groups  Cooperative Associations 
      Major University 
      Government Relations 
Membership Support for Office Project  Cave on Property 
      Caver Curb Appeal 
      Neighborhood nature 
      Neighborhood quality 
      Effect on Fundraising 
      Accessible Caves within 25 mile radius 
Ease of Travel to or Staying at the Office Airport 
For Business     Freeway 
      Roads 
      Gas Stations 
      Restaurants and Hotels 
      Major Population Center 
      Nearest Business Neighbors 
      Distance from Caver Population 
Public Outreach     Feet Thru The Door (FTTD) Potential 
      FTTD w/Cave Interest 
      Public Curb Appeal 
      Public Area 
      Local Newspaper 
      Local Radio/TV Station 
      Support Speleology 
Library/Museum    Library Space 
      Fire Suppression System 
      Professional Librarian 
      University support for library 
      Secure storage/safe 
      Exhibit potential 
Extraordinary Items    Hall for Rental 
      Grounds for Rental 
      Caver Camping 
      Caver Regional Events 
      Convention Site 
      NCKMS Site or similar events 

       Investment potential 
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In the past couple of months six sites have risen for serious consideration and evaluation.  All of 
these sites being considered have willing sellers and the Commission has obtained their asking 
prices.  Some properties were on the market for sale, others we sought out the owners for possible 
sales. One site was found by local community leaders wanting us to relocate there. Regardless all 
of these sites are available at present.  However, given the probable time it will take both the HQ 
Commission to make a final recommendation and the Board voting on the final site, the 
Commission has taken actions to secure some of the most vulnerable sites for sale till July.  This 
would allow the Board to make a decision either before or at the convention, before options on 
some of the properties would expire. 

The Commission still has a lot of work to answer important question about these sites.  It is our 
intention to make a single site recommendation after we finish our investigations.  However, after 
we complete our work it is also possible that none of these sites will be recommended.  That 
being said, these are the six sites we have been seriously evaluating: 
 
  

Huntsville, Alabama 
 

1. Cahaba Shrine Temple 
2. University Office Park 

 
 
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky Area 
 

3. Indian Cave  
4. Cedar Hill 
5. I-65 Interchange at Cave City Exit 

 
 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 
 
 6. Lost River Cave 
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Huntsville, Alabama 
 Two potential sites – both existing buildings.  The Shriner Temple in NW Huntsville and an 
office building is University Research Park across from the University of Alabama. 
 

 
 
 
1.Cahaba Shrine Temple 
   6001 Pulaski Pike 
   (@ 3 miles north of current NSS Office Site) 
 
Site Description:  (89.19 acres in NW Huntsville, containing the site of the Cahaba Shrine 
Temple.  Main building is approximately 31,580 square feet plus five outbuildings, shelters and 
garages totaling another 9,200 square feet  The main building is single story, slab on grade, metal 
building framework, with concrete block walls and metal roof.  Building is 33 years old 
constructed in 1978.  Paved parking lot. Grounds have picnic, camping, and outside entertainment 
areas. 
Building is used for Shriner meetings and public functions to include rental Banquet Hall, annual 
Gun and Knife Show, and annual Blue Grass Festival. 
 
Main building will require remodeling, repair and refurbishing to meet NSS needs.  Total extent 
and cost currently being determined by HQ 
 
List Price: $1,950,000  
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                                                Cahaba Shrine Main Building 
 
 
 

                                  
 
                                                                          Arial View 
                                                     
 

                                         
                                                                Main Auditorium 
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                                         Main Building Floor Plan 
 
 
 

             
                             Picnic Shelter & Concession Stand 
 
 

                            Repairs required                   
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Huntsville, Alabama 
 
2. University Research Park 
    511 Sparkman Drive 
 
Site Description:  Professional Office building located across the street form the University of 
Alabama campus. Originally constructed in the 1960’s, the Building is 17,000 square feet with a 
partial basement.  Building will require remodeling and refurbishing to make it useable and to 
meet NSS needs. 
 
List Price:  $2,500,000 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                     
                            

 
                 
 
                                                      511 Sparkman Drive 
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                                                      Central Meeting Room 
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Mammoth Cave Area 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
The NSS Board passed a resolution more than a year ago indicating their preference to locate the 
new NSS Headquarters in the Mammoth Cave National Park area.  Mammoth Cave is the longest 
cave in the world and a  World Heritage Site.  In addition Mammoth Cave and the surrounding 
area has been designated an International Biosphere by the United Nations. Each year 400,000 
people from all over the United States and world take a cave tour in Mammoth Cave.  Three of 
the senior staff at Mammoth Cave National Park are NSS members to include the Deputy 
Superintendent.  The Superintendent of Mammoth Cave national Park strongly advocates that the 
new NSS Headquarters be located near Mammoth Cave National Park (See letter below).   
 
Western Kentucky University (WKU), which is located in nearby Bowling Green Kentucky, has 
one of the nations foremost cave and karst study programs.  WKU has a full time employee at 
Mammoth Cave National Park to assist the park in coordinating cave research, conservation and 
educational projects. WKU, which also sponsors many international cave science projects, is also 
a strong advocate of locating the NSS Headquarters in the central Kentucky (see letters below).  
WKU would like to develop a stronger partnership with the NSS in promoting public outreach 
education and cave science programs. 
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Mammoth Cave Area: 
 
Of the many potential sites the HQ Commission has looked at in the Mammoth Cave area, three 
offer characteristics that make potential candidates for the new NSS Headquarters.  These sites 
are:  
 
Indian Cave Site located on Mammoth Cave Road (Highway 70) which is the main highway 
serving Mammoth Cave National Park from I-65 and Cave City. 
 
Cedar Hill  located directly adjacent to Mammoth Cave National Park just off the scenic 
Mammoth Cave Parkway ( Highway 255)from Park City to Mammoth Cave National Park.   
 
I-65 Interchange in Cave City. 
 
All of these sites are open land for a construction of a new NSS HQ building. 
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3. Indian Cave Site 
    Mammoth Cave Road (Highway 70) 
    Approximately 3 miles form Cave City and 2 miles to MCNP 
 
Property Description: 237.5 acres located adjacent to Mammoth Cave Road.  37 of the acres ( the 
area closest to the highway) is a farm field currently in a conservation reserve program.  The 
remaining 200 acres is forested Kentucky karst hillside. This property surrounds on three sides an 
approximately 8 acre site (see plat) containing Indian Cave.  Indian Cave is a 3,000 foot dry 
borehole passage easily accessed in the bottom of a large sinkhole directly adjacent to the 
highway. (It is actually a very old commercial cave (from the 1920s era – during the cave war 
period).  This 8 acre tract, including the cave is owned by Alex Hicks a local Louisville caver and 
NSS member.  Alex is extremely supportive of the office being located adjacent to his property 
and has agreed to make Indian Cave fully accessible to the NSS for all purposes of both 
recreation and education and is willing to enter into a formal agreement to secure NSS access. 
 
The 206 acres (owned by a Jim Shaw and Burton Kincheloe of Cave City). 
 
Purchase Asking price:  $206,000. 
 
Alex Hicks is willing to share in the purchase allowing the NSS to own a smaller area.  Alex’s 
primary concern is to secure the land over Indian Cave and see that no subdivision development 
takes place around his home site. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

                 
                     Indian Cave Site (open field to right – cave entrance to the left in trees) 
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                 Entrance to Indian Cave                                                  Indian Cave 
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4. Cedar Hill Site 
 
Cedar Hill Road 
(approximately 300 feet from Mammoth Cave Parkway) 
 
 
Property Description:  This is a 10-acre wooded site on a hill top adjacent to Mammoth Cave 
National Park.  In fact the Park borders the property on two sides.  The hill top can be seen as you 
approach the park from Park City on the Mammoth Cave Parkway.  The actual site is relatively 
flat but wooded. 
 
Property Owner: Ed Arterburn of Park City, Ky. 
 
Asking Price:   $100,000 
 
 
 
     

         
   
    Cedar Hill Site (Cedar Hill Road on left looking north toward Mammoth Cave Parkway 
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       Cedar Hill is hilltop on left of road (Mammoth Cave Parkway) heading towards MCNP 
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5. I-65 Interchange – Cave City, Kentucky 
 
Property Description:  This is a high profile location of prime commercial property at the 
Interstate junction to Mammoth Cave (I-65 and Mammoth Cave Road (Highway 70).  This 
location is part of a 200-acre farm owned by Don Brandstetter of Cave City.  He is a retired 
contractor/developer and is interested in converting his family farm into professional commercial 
building sites. 
 
Real estate at this junction very desirable  and expensive (in excess of $100,000 plus per acre as 
sales in the area to McDonalds, Cracker Barrel, etc. have shown).  Cave City public officials are 
very interested in seeing this property develop as it is good economic growth for their 
community. The city of Cave City strongly supports the NSS locating its new national 
Headquarters to this area (see letters below from Mayor and Chamber of Commerce)  The City 
will extend all utilities and roads to the new site. 
 
Asking Price:  Since we would be the seed project for development, the property is being offered 
to us for $30,000 per acre.  The HQ Commission has determined that we would need between 5 
and 8 acres for our needs.   The area shown below is the high point along the Interstate giving the 
greatest visibility   
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                                                        Site is across Interstate  
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Bowling Green Kentucky 
 
 
Lost River Cave 
 
Property Description:  Lost River Cave in the middle of Bowling Green, Kentucky is owned and 
operated by a non-profit organization, the “Friends of Lost River”.  The cave sits on a 68-acre 
preserve within a short distance of Interstate 65.  Lost River has over 70,000 visitors a year that 
take a boat tour of the cave.  They have a strong working relationship with Western Kentucky 
Universityto promote the protection of cave and karst resources.  It should also be noted that Lost 
River Cave, Diamond Caverns and other commercial caves in the area have strong positive 
relations with each other and have active programs to encourage visitors to see each others caves. 
 
The Friends of Lost River strongly advocate the relocation of the NSS Headquarters to their 
preserve.  They are willing to sell 2 acres of their cave preserve to the NSS for a building site  
They anticipate a close, interactive partnership with the NSS to promote cave and karst education.  
Lost River Cave is planning to construct a $3 million visitor education center in the near future. A 
partnership in this venture would seem appropriate if we locate there. 
 
Price range:  $150,000 to $230,000 subject to negotiation 
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                                                        Building site on Lost River Preserve. 
 
 
 
 

                               
                                       Tourist Entrance into Lost River Cave 
 
 
 

                                
                                             Entrance to Lost River Cave 
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Appendix:  Letters of Support 
 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Superintendent Patrick Reed 
 
Western Kentucky University – Dr. Gordon Baylis 
 
Western Kentucky University – Dr. Chris Groves, Dr. Jason Polk, Pat Kambesis 
 
Barren River Area Development District 
 
City of Cave City – Mayor Bob Hunt 
 
Cave City Chamber of Commerce – Greg Davis 
 

             Lost River Cave – Rho Lansden
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