NSS National Headquarters Commission
Status Report February 28, 2011

The headquarters commission comprises: Chairman John 8sh€&lsese Luckins, secretary;
Tom Rea, treasurer; Steve Ormeroid; Bert Ashbrook; and @xWPShrewsburyex officio.

The Commission continues to evaluate potential siteth@®new office. Several site
investigation trips have been conducted since the last Bazating, these include multiple visits
to Huntsville, Alabama: Mammoth Cave, Kentucky: and a sitigieo the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia: and a single trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee.Cbnamission met February 4-6, 2011
in Goodlettsville, Tennessee .

The meeting in Tennessee was to narrow down the many sites being investigated. A decision
matrix was adopted to help in the decision making process. This matrix incorporates 9 categories
and 71 items to be evaluated for each site. Each item is scored and ranked within a category for
effectives as well as relative importance. Then each category is ranked for overall relative
importance giving more weight to some areas and less to others. It is not an exact science but
helps the Commission (and the Board) to understand the many elements in the decision making
process.

The matrix divides elements into categories and itenfisllasvs:

Category Item
Efficient operation of the Office Banking
UPS/FedEx

UPS/Fedex Customer Service Center
Office Supply Capability
Printers/publication

Post Office, Full Service
Clerical Labor Pool

Police

Security companies

Quality of Life of the Town
Median Income

Educational Level
Community Growth History
Grotto Support

Local Grotto

Non-Caver (temporary labor)
High Speed Internet Access
Telephone Lines

# Parking spaces



Delivery of Member Services

Low Ongoing Maintenance Cost

Ability to Work with Outside Groups

Membership Support for Office Project

Ease of Travel to or Staying at the Office

For Business

Public Outreach

Library/Museum

Extraordinary Iltems

Cave Access
Freight entrance
Office Space
Book Store Space
Conference Room Space
Sewer Cost
Heating/Cooling Units
Moving Costs
Property Taxes
Electricity
Age of Building
Gas
Water
Fire Department
Age of Parking
Cooperative Asstioas
Major University
Government Relations
Cave on Property
Caver Curb Appeal
Neighborhood nature
Neighborhood quality
Effect on Fundraising
Accessible Caves within 25 mile radius
Airport
Freeway
Roads
Gas Stations
Restaurants and Hotels
Major Population Center
Nearest Business Neighbors
Distance from Caver Population
Feet Thru The Door (FTTD) Potential
FTTD w/Cave Interest
Public Curb Appeal
Public Area
Local Newspaper
Local Radio/TV Station
Support Speleology
Library Space
Fire Suppression System
Professional Librarian
University support for library
Secure storage/safe
Exhibit potential
Hall for Rental
Grounds for Rental
Caver Camping
Caver Regional Events
Convention Site
NCKMS Site or similar events

Investment potential



In the past couple of months six sites have risen foousedonsideration and evaluation. All of
these sites being considered have willing sellers an@ahamission has obtained their asking
prices. Some properties were on the market for sale;sotfeesought out the owners for possible
sales. One site was found by local community leadersingaus to relocate there. Regardless alll
of these sites are available at present. Howevem gheeprobable time it will take both the HQ
Commission to make a final recommendation and the Boandgvoti the final site, the
Commission has taken actions to secure some of the maostable sites for sale till July. This
would allow the Board to make a decision either befora thhe convention, before options on
some of the properties would expire.

The Commission still has a lot of work to answer ami@nt question about these sites. It is our
intention to make a single site recommendation after vighfiour investigations. However, after
we complete our work it is also possible that none dfdlsites will be recommended. That
being said, these are the six sites we have been seraadlating:
Huntsville, Alabama
1. Cahaba Shrine Temple
2. University Office Park
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky Area
3. Indian Cave
4. Cedar Hill
5. 1-65 Interchange at Cave City Exit

Bowling Green, Kentucky

6. Lost River Cave



Huntsville, Alabama
Two potential sites — both existing buildings. The Shriremnple in NW Huntsville and an
office building is University Research Park across ftbenUniversity of Alabama.
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Eye alt/ 20 68 km

1.Cahaba Shrine Temple
6001 Pulaski Pike
(@ 3 miles north of current NSS Office Site)

Site Description: (89.19 acres in NW Huntsville, contaitivegsite of the Cahaba Shrine
Temple. Main building is approximately 31,580 square feet prasoltbuildings, shelters and
garages totaling another 9,200 square feet The main buitdgmnggle story, slab on grade, metal
building framework, with concrete block walls and metafraBuilding is 33 years old
constructed in 1978. Paved parking lot. Grounds have picmiping, and outside entertainment
areas.

Building is used for Shriner meetings and public functionsdtude rental Banquet Hall, annual
Gun and Knife Show, and annual Blue Grass Festival.

Main building will require remodeling, repair and refurbishiogrteet NSS needs. Total extent
and cost currently being determined by HQ

List Price: $1,950,000



@aél Shrine Main Building

Arial View

Main Auditorium



Cahaba Shrine Temple
6001 Pulaski Pike
Huntsviile, AL 35810

31,580 Square Feet
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Repairs required



Huntsville, Alabama

2. University Research Park
511 Sparkman Drive

Site Description: Professional Office building locatedbas the street form the University of
Alabama campus. Originally constructed in the 1960’s, th&liBigiis 17,000 square feet with a
partial basement. Building will require remodeling and reslnibig to make it useable and to
meet NSS needs.

List Price: $2,500,000

511 Sparkman Drive



Central Meeting Room
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Mammoth Cave Area

NATIONAL
R

MAMMOTH CAVE | =
NATIONAL PARK =

A World Heritage Site
and Inlernational Biosphere Reserve

- - —

The NSS Board passed a resolution more than a yeandigating their preference to locate the
new NSS Headquarters in the Mammoth Cave National Peak &lammoth Cave is the longest
cave in the world and a World Heritage Site. In addiMammoth Cave and the surrounding
area has been designated an International Biosphehe tynited Nations. Each year 400,000
people from all over the United States and world takava tour in Mammoth Cave. Three of
the senior staff at Mammoth Cave National Park are iM&®bers to include the Deputy
Superintendent. The Superintendent of Mammoth Cave nakamklstrongly advocates that the
new NSS Headquarters be located near Mammoth Cave Na®bana(See letter below).

Western Kentucky University (WKU), which is locatedhisarby Bowling Green Kentucky, has
one of the nations foremost cave and karst study progrdfifd) has a full time employee at
Mammoth Cave National Park to assist the park in codidmaave research, conservation and
educational projects. WKU, which also sponsors manyriatemal cave science projects, is also
a strong advocate of locating the NSS Headquarters irettteat Kentucky (see letters below).
WKU would like to develop a stronger partnership with the N§&omoting public outreach
education and cave science programs.
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Mammoth Cave Area
Of the many potential sites the HQ Commission has lookedthé Mammoth Cave area, three
offer characteristics that make potential candidaiethie new NSS Headquarters. These sites

are:

Indian Cave Site located on Mammoth Cave Road (Highwawfi@h is the main highway
serving Mammoth Cave National Park from I-65 and Cave City.

Cedar Hill located directly adjacent to Mammoth/€&lational Park just off the scenic
Mammoth Cave Parkway ( Highway 255)from Park City to Matin@ave National Park.

I-65 Interchange in Cave City.

All of these sites are open land for a constructioa eéw NSS H

g

building.
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3. Indian Cave Site
Mammoth Cave Road (Highway 70)
Approximately 3 miles form Cave City and 2 miles to INfC

Property Description: 237.5 acres located adjacent to Mam@ewve Road. 37 of the acres ( the
area closest to the highway) is a farm field currently aonservation reserve program. The
remaining 200 acres is forested Kentucky karst hillsides pitoperty surrounds on three sides an
approximately 8 acre site (see plat) containing Indian Caian Cave is a 3,000 foot dry
borehole passage easily accessed in the bottom of ailskbele directly adjacent to the
highway. (It is actually a very old commercial caveiffrthe 1920s era — during the cave war
period). This 8 acre tract, including the cave is owneAlby Hicks a local Louisville caver and
NSS member. Alex is extremely supportive of the offidadpecated adjacent to his property
and has agreed to make Indian Cave fully accessiliteetNSS for all purposes of both
recreation and education and is willing to enter intorenél agreement to secure NSS access.

The 206 acres (owned by a Jim Shaw and Burton Kincheloevef City).
Purchase Asking price: $206,000.
Alex Hicks is willing to share in the purchase allowing Nf&S to own a smaller area. Alex’s

primary concern is to secure the land over Indian Cave &nihaeno subdivision development
takes place around his home site.

Indian Cave Site (open fi@dight — cave entrance to the left in trees)



Indian Cave
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4. Cedar Hill Site
Cedar Hill Road
(approximately 300 feet from Mammoth Cave Parkway)

Property Description: This is a 10-acre wooded site orl topiadjacent to Mammoth Cave
National Park. In fact the Park borders the propertinansides. The hill top can be seen as you
approach the park from Park City on the Mammoth Cave Rarkwhe actual site is relatively

flat but wooded.

Property Owner: Ed Arterburn of Park City, Ky.

Asking Price: $100,000

Cedar Hill Site (Cedar Hill Road on left looking tiotoward Mammoth Cave Parkway
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Cedar Hill is hilltop on left of road (Mammo@ave Parkway) heading towards MCNP
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5. 1-65 Interchange — Cave City, Kentucky

Property Description: This is a high profile locatiorpaine commercial property at the
Interstate junction to Mammoth Cave (I-65 and Mammoth Gad (Highway 70). This
location is part of a 200-acre farm owned by Don Brandsteft€ave City. He is a retired
contractor/developer and is interested in converting hidyfdarm into professional commercial
building sites.

Real estate at this junction very desirable and expe(si excess of $100,000 plus per acre as
sales in the area to McDonalds, Cracker Barrel hetee shown). Cave City public officials are
very interested in seeing this property develop as tasl g@conomic growth for their
community. The city of Cave City strongly supports the N&&ting its new national
Headquarters to this area (see letters below from MaybCaamber of Commerce) The City
will extend all utilities and roads to the new site.

Asking Price: Since we would be the seed project forldpueent, the property is being offered
to us for $30,000 per acre. The HQ Commission has deterthiaede would need between 5
and 8 acres for our needs. The area shown below sghgoint along the Interstate giving the
greatest visibility
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Welcome to

CAVE CITY

"Gateway To
Mammoth Cave
National Park"

Site is across Interstate
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Bowling Green Kentucky

Lost River Cave

Property Description: Lost River Cave in the middle of BogGreen, Kentucky is owned and
operated by a non-profit organization, the “Friends ot Riger”. The cave sits on a 68-acre
preserve within a short distance of Interstate 65. Rogtr has over 70,000 visitors a year that
take a boat tour of the cave. They have a strong worklaganship with Western Kentucky
Universityto promote the protection of cave and karst ressuritehould also be noted that Lost
River Cave, Diamond Caverns and other commercial cavbe @rea have strong positive
relations with each other and have active programs twueage visitors to see each others caves.

The Friends of Lost River strongly advocate the relocaifdhe NSS Headquarters to their
preserve. They are willing to sell 2 acres of theiregareserve to the NSS for a building site
They anticipate a close, interactive partnership witiN8& to promote cave and karst education.
Lost River Cave is planning to construct a $3 million vis#ducation center in the near future. A
partnership in this venture would seem appropriate if wetdoihere.

Price range: $150,000 to $230,000 subject to negotiation

Imagery Dates 10ct 4, 2005, i 3658, 24"W gleleyv ) . " Eymalt 1475km
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Appendix: Letters of Support
Mammoth Cave National Park — Superintendent Patrick Reed
Western Kentucky University — Dr. Gordon Baylis
Western Kentucky University — Dr. Chris Groves, Dr. daBolk, Pat Kambesis
Barren River Area Development District
City of Cave City — Mayor Bob Hunt
Cave City Chamber of Commerce — Greg Davis

Lost River Cave — Rho Lansden
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United States 1Jepartment of the Interior

MATIORAL PARK SERYLCL
Flarmesanrh v Boarianal ok
M T ?

Mamreth Cane, Remoacky 1225506007

PoRpn T FIERTO
ATRLS

Decomber 14, 211G

Intn P Scheltens, Chair

%% Headguarlers Conumisson
Bational Spelenlegical Soviely, Toe.
2813 Clave Avenue

Hyntaville, Alabama 35810-34431

Droar Mr. Schelrens:

Thank you lie cakun g the time el menth to briof me and deveral members of the Manunath
Crave Kational Pack “anagemen Teanm on the NS5 Hewlyuobers Comonission’s efforts, We
umjinped the maeting and ane very pleased that south-contrn) Kenlucky is a potential site under
welive review and consideraton by fhe Cianmission. Az was swted severul Hinss duning our
1meetifyz, Mattmoth Cave Natwnal Park vers sirongd e and ertdnsiastiesly endvrses a eelocation
ol ihe WSS Veadquarters and Library W south-cemra Kenmeky, ideally a5 close o Mammoth

Crve Nitivmna] Pack as possible,

Both the Nikivnal Spelenlogical Socicty, Ine. and Mammeilk Cave Mutiooal Patk were
pytgblivhedin 1641, and loday, we continue to have a great deal of missian vverlay. Qar
instititions huve earied hoth national and inteenational distindion. N85S Restoration Camps ac
mwrmmisth Cave Wutivne Park have a 21 1-yen hiseory, with thowsands o hours of donated labor
provided. To essence, WSS members have made the cquivalen! o @ F 100001 donatien to
tMammorth Cave Maticnal Park for all the diffionl] in-caee restemation work that has and conbinues
1 he performed ematis,

With the N335 located in scuth-cenfral Kuotucky, there would he greatly-increasd vppuriunitivs
for partnering with several instimtions in the area that have sinmg cave-relaled missions or
programs {Cave Research Foundution, Westemn Kentucky Elniversicy. Amencan Cave
Conscrvation Association, and others). Having the Nuliond] Speladogeal Soelety, lne. relocats
its headquarters ro soutl-central Kenhuwky woull be a fremenidius amet 1w the strong collection
of catve Tesouress and mstitulions thal alresdy exist. Indeed, there wonld be wany otnal
benefity. For mglmmes, the K88 Tibrury sl be o cosnplement o existing Library collections at
Weslum Kuentuwky Universiby, the Cave Resenreh Foundarion, Manmoth Cave MNational Park,
and probubly other vollections ws well.

Please ;optact me at 270-758-2184 if I can be of further assistance in any way. As the
Commission completes its work, 1 would be happy to provide any additional support to the NSS
Headquarters Commission in any way that would be useful.

Sincerely,

Kr s LV

Patrick H. Reed
Superintendent



22

A LEADING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH

GORDON C. BAYLIS
VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH

December 2", 2010

John P. Scheltens, Chair

NSS Headquarters Commission
27750 Cascade Road

Hot Springs, South Dakota, 57747

By email to

Dear Mr. Scheltens

It was indeed an informative and enjoyable meeting that we had the other week, concerning
your deliberations about where to relocate the NSS Headquarters.

As you know, Bowling Green is located in the heart of Kentucky cave country, and WKU has
long standing and productive relationships with Mammoth Cave National Park, the Cave
Research Foundation and the local community, as well as Lost River Cave and other caves in
the area, some of which we own. The WKU Hoffman Environmental Research Institute
continues to grow in stature through its international programs in karst research and education
and as we develop expanding certificate programs in karst studies.

WKU has already evolved beyond a typical comprehensive university to become a university
that is highly engaged with the community with applied research and numerous partnerships
with constituents in the community. As Vice President for Research | am keen to increase our
positive impact on institutions outside of the academy.

Because of the critical mass of caves and cave researchers, as well as the engaged ethos of
WKU, | cannot imagine a better environment for your national headquarters. Furthermore, the
quality of life in Bowling Green is outstanding, with all the advantages of a rural small town, as
well as the amenities of a larger city. There are many “secrets” about Bowling Green that are to
your advantage — easy road accessibility in all directions, excellent internet connectivity are two
key factors. Indeed there is much to be said for the location immediately adjacent to our Center
for Research and Development where it would (I believe) be relatively easy to gain access to
very high bandwidth connections.

As | understand your ambitions with the new NSS Headquarters, your plan is to develop a
greater emphasis on outreach and education of the public, as well as curation of collections,

The Spirit Makes the Master
Office of Research | Western Kentucky University | 1906 College Heights Blvd #11026 | Bowling Green, KY 42101-1026
Phone: 270 745 6733 | Fax: 270 745 4211 | email: gordon.baylis@wku.edu

Equal Education and Employment Opportunities
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research and so forth. Perhaps it goes without saying that these are the daily activities of WKU,
and we often and gladly work with constituencies outside of our walls on projects related to
teaching and research. | sincerely believe that we could be an outstanding partner and resource
for the NSS as you evolve in this direction. | will be delighted to assist you in getting access to
whatever scholarly expertise you need.

| appreciate that the vision of the NSS is evolving to one where the basis for protecting caves
and karst resources is through informed education about them, and with this in mind | sincerely
believe that locating the NSS headquarters in Bowling Green, KY, would be a very positive
move for everyone: NSS, Bowling Green and WKU. We are more than willing to help you in any
way we can.

Sincerely

%&Jw - @%ﬁm

Gordon C. Baylis, D.Phil.
Vice President for Research
President, WKU Research Foundation

The Spirit Makes the Master
Office of Research | Western Kentucky University | 1906 College Heights Blvd #11026 | Bowling Green, KY 42101-1026

Phone: 270 745 6733 | Fax: 270 745 4211 | email: gordon.baylis@wku.edu
Equal Education and Employment Opportunities
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Department of Geography WESTERN
e KENTUCKY Pl ity
FAX: 270-745-6410 UNIVERSITY BOW%.E.Hg GIBBB;L KY 42101-3576

January 17, 2011

NSS Headquarters Commission
Mr. John Scheltens
Chairman

Dear John,

We want to first thank you and the Commission for your recent visit to Bowling Green to meet with
representatives from Western Kentucky University (WKU) regarding the relocation of the NSS
Headquarters. We feel there is a great opportunity for synergy between the NSS and WKU,
particularly within the Hoffman Environmental Research Institute and the Department of Geography
and Geology, as we share the common goals of education and research toward the preservation and
conservation of karst landscapes. Fortunately, south-central Kentucky is a prime location for these
types of activities, with the prominent karst landscape and presence of Mammoth Cave, and as such
successfully draws much attention and visitation by interested parties on both the national and
international scales.

As we have indicated in our discussions, as long-term NSS members we have confidence that the
leadership of the NSS will make the best decisions regarding the future of the Society, and our
purpose is not to lobby the Commission. If the Headquarters does move to Kentucky, however,
WKU is very pleased to offer support and resources to help the NSS move forward through synergy
with our existing programs.

The Hoffman Institute, within WKU’s Department of Geography and Geology, includes the Center
for Cave and Karst Studies, the Crawford Hydrology Lab, China Environmental Health Project, and
other national and international grant funded projects. We offer both undergraduate degrees in both
Geology and Geography, as well as an MS degree in Geoscience, all with a possibility of an emphasis
in cave and karst studies. We also work regularly with post-doctoral scholars through funded research
projects. Also, in Fall 2011, we will begin offering a certificate program at the undergraduate and
graduate degree in Karst Resource Management. Prospective students are attracted primarily by the
international reputation of the Hoffiman Institute and the Center for Cave and Karst Studies. Of the 83
theses produced over the past twenty years, thirty-four theses were directly related to karst studies
(41%), with University Distinguished Professors Nick Crawford and Chris Groves supervising most
of these projects.

A partial list of key WKU cave-related activities include:

1. Center for Cave and Karst Studies. Through Center’s the Karst Field Studies Program, since 1980
hundreds of students from around the US and world have been trained, with many receiving
university credit for courses taught by leading karst scientists brought to WKU as visiting faculty
each summer.
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2. Interactions with Mammoth Cave National Park. There has been close collaboration for 30 years
in education and research between WKU the Park in education and research. Over 5,000 WKU
students have been through tours of Mammoth Cave associated with coursework, and numerous MS
theses have been completed based on research in the Park. In addition, there has been extensive work
in exploration and survey of area caves in collaboration with Cave Research Foundation (CRF) and
otherwise, in fact three current WKU scientists are past presidents of CRF.

3. The Green River Grotto of the NSS has been based at WKU since the late 1970’s.
4. WKU owns the Crump’s Cave Educational Preserve, 20 minutes from the WKU campus.

5. The Hoffman Institute’s China Environmental Health Project (CEHP) has been active in pure and
applied research in the karst areas of southwest China since 1995. This has included extensive
training in karst hydrogeology and water resources for Chinese students, scientists, and government
officials with the support of the US Agency for International Development. In 2009 CEHP facilitated
a cooperative agreement between Mammoth Cave National Park and UNESCO’s South China Karst
World Heritage Site.

6. There are numerous other international research and educational interactions in karst science and
caving between WKU scientists and students and partners in Slovenia, Barbados, Puerto Rico, Belize,
Vietnam, Jamaica, Nigeria and other countries, along with extensive ties with UNESCO scientific
efforts. M

7. In June 2011 we will host the International Conference on Karst Hydrogeology, the fourth such
meeting held hete since 1998.

We appreciate the efforts that the Commission to evaluate this critical decision for the future of the
Society and are please to provide additional information.

Sincerely,

Chris Groves, Ph.D.
NSS 15561 and Director, Hoffman Environmental Research Institute

Jason Polk, Ph.D.
NSS 55322 and Associate Director of Science, Hoffman Environmental Research Institute

Pat Kambesis
NSS 17304FELB and Associate Director of Education, Hoffman Environmental Research Institute
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N HOWARD GARRETT, Chair

JIM HENDERSON, Vice Chair

P JOE CARRICO, Secretary

ELAINE WALKER, Treasurer

% BRADD RODNEY KIRTLEY, Exccutive Director

AREA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

February 17, 2011

John Scheltens, Chair

NSS Headquarters Commission
27750 Cascade Road

Hot Springs, South Dakota 57747

RE: National Headquarters — National Speleological Society, Inc.
Dear Mr. Scheltens;

| am writing to express the Barren River Area Development District’s (BRADD) support for the
potential location of the National Speleological Society, Inc. headquarters in the Barren River
region of Kentucky. The BRADD is the regional development agency for this ten county area
located in Southcentral Kentucky.

The addition of your headquarters to our community will be an ideal complement to the
existing agencies and facilities dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the unique
topography and natural beauty of our cave country. Your headquarters will supplement the
tourism, educational and research efforts that are in place and expanding.

The Man and the Biosphere Reserve designation, secured in a cooperative effort by the
Mammoth Cave National Park and the BRADD, complements these efforts and will be an added
resource for your operation. The Biosphere Reserve encompasses six of our ten counties and is
dedicated to encouraging sustainable economic development and the protection of biodiversity and
cultural values in the area surrounding Mammoth Cave National Park.

You will find that the area is centrally located to a significant population in the eastern United
States with excellent access through the interstate and parkway system. Access by air is
available through international airports in Nashville and Louisville, each of which are about an
hour away, and a business class (level lll) regional airport in Bowling Green that accommodates
private and corporate flights. We have an excellent workforce with a strong work ethic, low
utility rates, affordable land, and a wonderful quality of life. | feel that these factors will be
advantageous for your efforts and your membership and provide you the opportunity for future
expansion of your mission.

177 GRAHAM AVENUE BOWLING GREEN, KY 42101 TELEPHONE 270-781-2381 FAX 270-842-0768
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Mayor Bob Hunt

CITY COUNCIL
Carol Ford

Mike Houchens
Dwayne Hatcher
Buddy Wilshire

Gary Hogan

Denny Doyle

Pamela N. Hunt, CKMC

“Working Together for a Better Future”
CITY OF CAVE CITY
P. 0. Box 567 — 103 Duke St.
Cave City, KY 42127-0567
Ph. 2710-173-2188 — FAX 270-1713-4522

City Attorney
Bobby H. Richardson

Police Chief
Billy G. Minton

Fire Chief
Kenneth Moulder

Maintenance Supervisor
Roger Scoft

City Clerk/Treasurer Toll Free 877-773-2188 Code Enforcement
oy s David Faulkner, Chai
ABC A, E-mail cityhall @ caveland.net ettt b s xsarsi

December 15, 2010

John Scheltens, Chair

NSS Headquarters Commission
27750 Cascade Road

Hot Springs, South Dakota 57747

RE: National Headquarters — National Speleological Society, Inc.
Dear Mr. Scheltens;

I can’t tell you how excited I am about the prospect of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Headquarters
locating in Cave City, KY. Cave City is the Gateway to Mammoth Cave National Park and has a wonderful
relationship with Superintendent Patrick Reed and his very professional staff. To have such a prestigious entity in
the vicinity of Cave City and Mammoth Cave National Park would in my opinion be a perfect setting. We have a
very sound tourism base in our area because of the many cave attractions and other related activities located all over
this area. The lush forests of Mammoth Cave National Park, along the Mammoth Cave Parkway and the gently
rolling hills of our rural landscape would be a wonderful setting for your facility. As you know, Cave City is
blessed with Interstate-635 at Exit 53, Hwy 31-W also known as the famous “Dixie Hwy”, State Highway 90 and
Highway 70 which promote the numbers of tourists who visit Cave City and Mammoth Cave National Park each
year.

1 want to assure you that every effort will be made to accommodate your needs, and provide resources that will
make this a reality for all of us. [ think you would be very happy here and find this location to be the best one
possible. T have been Mayor of Cave City for almost 18 years now and during that time 1 have had the opportunity
and privilege to get to know people and resources that can make dreams come true.

I have enclosed a sheet with some contact information and logistics for Cave City that will be helpful to you. Please
feel free to contact them if you wish. It is my sincere hope that you will consider Cave City, KY as the future home
for your headquarters. Feel Free to contact me at anytime.

Very Sincerely, ; 5 Z

Mayor Bob Hunt

BH/pnh

% }k_%ﬁ Cave City, KY...”It’s That Friendly” Visit Our Website
m H ' “Gateway to M th Cave Nat 1 Park” . s
DNBENOLED SEIRIT P Equal Opportunity Employer Cityofcavecity.com
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December 15, 2010

John Scheltens, Chair

NSS Headquarters Commission
27750 Cascade Road

Hot Springs, Dakota 57747

Re: National Headquarters — National Speleological Society, Inc.

Dear Mr. Scheltens,

1 am greatly pleased to learn of the prospect of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Headquarters’
possible relocation to Cave City, Kentucky. Cave City is widely known as the “Gateway to Mammoth
Cave” due to its close proximity to the longest cave system in the world. The Cave City Chamber of
Commerce has long enjoyed a wonderful working relationship with Superintendent Patrick Reed and his
staff. In addition to this, Mammoth Cave National Park has an active representative on our Chamber
Board. To have this prestigious entity in the vicinity of Cave City and Mammoth Cave National Park
would greatly enhance and compliment our area’s tourism industry.

As a community with easy access to Interstate-65 at Exit 53; Highway 31-W; State Highway 90 and
Highway 70, a relocation to our unique area offers exposure within a 7 ¥ hour drive to 2/3 of the
population in the United States.

1, on behalf of the Cave City Chamber of Commerce, offer our support and encouragement to your
consideration of our area as a new prominent home for the National Speleological Society
Headquarters.

Very Sincerely,

regory vis’, President
&7
Cave City Chamber of Commerce

P.O. BOX 460, CAVE CITY, KENTUCKY 42127
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/Sin)cerely yours,
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January 12, 2012

Mr. John Scheltens, Chair
NSS HQ Commission
27750 Cascade Road

Hot Springs, SD 57747

Dear John,

The Friends of the Lost River, Inc. board of directors would like to
express their enthusiastic support for relocation of NSS headquarters to
Bowling Green, Kentucky. The Friends organization feels that the
national reputation of NSS in the field of karst research and conservation
will complement the educational programming already offered at Lost
River Cave.

We believe that the important resources represented by the NSS
membership, archives, and credentials in cave conservation will have a
positive impact on the public’s karst literacy. A cooperative effort
involving NSS, Western Kentucky University and Lost River Cave will
enhance protection; provide richer interpretation; and stronger promotion
of the cave and karst resources.

The 70,000+ Lost River Cave boat tour visitors who come from around
the country and every part of the globe will gain from exposure to the
exciting synergy created by our mutual interests. At Lost River there will
be no limit to the possibilities for public outreach and professional
development already occurring in the both organizations.

It will be a privilege for the Friends of the Lost River to be a part of this

initiative. We hope that you will give this site serious consideration in
your deliberation with regard to a new location for the NSS home.

Rho Lansden

Executive Director

Friends of the Lost River, Inc. - 2818 Nashville Road - Bowling Green, KY 42101

(270) 393-0077 - www.lostrivercave.com - Fax:(270) 393-0076



